[Acute abdomen in the elderly].
After a review of the literature on the subject, all IIIrd and IVth age patients admitted for acute abdomen to the Department of Surgical Pathology I of the University of Pavia between 1-1-1974 and 31-12-1988 were studied. The various pathologies encountered in acute abdomen are considered on the basis of the results obtained, stress being laid on the clinical and diagnostic problems observed in these patients in relation to those of adult age. It is concluded that the study method used in the elderly gave good results with a mortality rate lower than that encountered in other studies on the subject.